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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
4:30 p.m

MR ROTH ROFFY (phonetic sp.): Ckay.
The tinme is now about 1630 and the date is the 8th of
-- of March and we're here to interview one of the
mates on -- on the boat.

Could you tell us your -- your nane and
your nunber pl ease?

MR ROTH ROFFY:  Yes.

MR TURRELL (phonetic sp.): It's the 9th
of March.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Today is the 9th of
March? Sorry about that.

MR BROM: My nanme is Jason Brown.
Tel ephone nunber (Del eted).

MR ROTH ROFFY: (kay. Jason, then could
you tell us where you were on that Saturday?

MR BROM: | was on Seaport Taxi Patrick
Duffy in Fells Point docked because of the storm when
we heard this happen.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. Wat was your --
your schedule that -- that day? Wat route were you
t aki ng?

MR. BROM: W were taking the inner-I|oop
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route which was from Harbor Place through Fells Point
and back agai n.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. And around --
before the -- the tinme of the -- of the accident on
the Lady D, could you -- could you tell us what you
recall? Say nmaybe starting 3:30 or sonething. Wat
-- you know, your schedul e.

MR BROM: As far as -- well, the only

thing | personally noticed was the weather, the
clouds comng in. It was getting a little -- it
started to rain. It was intermttent rain showers.

It was getting a little w ndy.
Nothing | consider personally to be
anything serious and I was nore concerned with taking

care of ny passengers and listening to the radio at

t hat point.

So, as far -- as far as everything that
went by, | really wasn't aware wuntil something
terrible had happened. I was thoroughly concerned

with ny passengers and what was going on as far as
where they wanted to go and with being tied up at
Fells Point as far as the thunderstorm was concerned.

Qher than that, | was totally oblivious to what

happened.
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MR ROTH ROFFY: So, your -- your boat
was tied up at the Fells Point as -- as part of the
normal routine operation? You didn't --

MR BROMWN Ri ght. There was -- there
was lightning in the immediate area and as --
whenever there's lightning within the i medi ate area,
we also tenporarily suspend service because of that
and at the tinme, we were tied up.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. So, you had
suspended servi ce because of the -- of the |ightning?

MR BROMN:  Um hum

MR ROTH ROFFY:  About what tinme did you
tie up?

MR BROM: This was -- |I'm -- |'m not
sure of the -- I"'mnot really sure of the tinme. 1'd
assune 4:00. Around -- around 3:45 to 4:00.

MR ROTH ROFFY: And why did you tie up?
What -- who nade that decision and why?

MR BROM: As far as |'m concerned, it
was a mutual decision anong the captains to bring the
boats to dock because of the conditions.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. D d you hear any
type of radio comunications to that effect?

MR BROM: No. No. |If they happened, |

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

-- | wasn't paying attention to the radio.

MR ROTH ROFFY: (kay. Morgan (phonetic
sp.).

MR TURRELL: What are your duties here
at Seaport Taxi?

MR BROM: M/ duties here are to make
sure that the custoners are safe on-board, to sell
tickets to the custoners, to announce to them our
safety procedures, where the life jackets are,
conpany policy as far as them remmining seated as
we're docking the boats and such, supervising the
custonmer's behavior, nmaking sure everybody does
what's safe as possible and that's really about it.
Tying up and securing the boat at ny -- be on the
boat at the gas dock, taking care of the Iines,
hel ping the captain in duties, navigation, as far as
backing and comng in the docks, being the captain's
second set of eyes.

MR TURRELL: Do you ever get train on
the (inaudible) in the boat?

MR BROMAN:  No.

MR TURRELL: How | ong have you worked
her e?

MR BROM: Going on -- in My, it wll
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be two years.

MR TURRELL: Are you working on your
Coast Cuard |icense?

MR BROWN: No, sir.

MR TURRELL: Do you know the individual
crew nenbers that were invol ved?

MR BROM: Yes, | do.

MR TURRELL: Have you ever worked wth
Capt ai n Frank?

MR BROMN: Yes, sir.

MR TURRELL: What's Captain Frank |ike
as a boat handl er?

MR BROM Absol utely great. | think
he's fine.

MR TURRELL: How often have you had a
chance to work with hin®

MR BROM: This was -- well, since |ast
year. Not nuch. Not nany opportunities.

MR TURRELL: So, you'd say half a dozen,
a dozen?

MR BROM I'd say about a dozen

al t oget her.

2

TURRELL: So, naybe 12 days or so0?

MR BROMN:  Um hum
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MR TURRELL: And what's he like to work
with? Wat's -- as a -- as a (inaudible)?

MR BROM: He's very personable. He's a
very nice gentleman and | think he does his job
great.

MR TURRELL: Jim

MR ROTH ROFFY: Have you ever been out
on the water here in a -- in a thunderstormor rain?
Have you ever been --

MR BROM: In the rain. Regul ar rain
showers and storns.

MR ROTH ROFFY: What -- have you ever
wor ked on the particul ar vessel the Lady D?

MR BROMN:  Yes.

MR ROTH ROFFY: When you were on that

boat, what are your -- how do your duties change?

MR BROM It's -- it's nore intinmate
because it's such a smaller vessel. |It's easier nore
so to keep an eye on all of the custoners. Most

tines the Lady D was on the Fort MHenry | oop.
Therefore, it wasn't so nuch ticket sales nore so
just inspecting tickets that the people have already
bought . Sonetimes we get to the Fort,

we're (inaudible) at our pier. So, ny duties would
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then include unlocking the Fort MHenry gates and
reporting the nunber of passengers going in and out
of the Fort and just normal duties I|ike helping
passengers on and off the boat and nmaking sure
everyone does it safe.

MR TURRELL: What's the -- has -- does
the conmpany have any witten guidelines, nanuals,
procedures that you' ve seen or been given?

MR BROMAN:  No.

MR TURRELL: How did you receive your
training as a nate?

MR BROM Wen | -- | received ny
training as mate from supervisors. Wen | canme into
the conpany, | spent | believe it was four days, but
-- on-board with a mate who was al ready enpl oyed and
a captain and they ran ne through the operations and
trained nme interactively letting nme do parts of the
job until 1 got a -- a grasp of it and then | was
towng ny own boat and supervised then on how ny
per f or mance was.

MR TURRELL: Ckay.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Wsat did you hear on the
radi o or what were told about the accident? When did

you |l earn about it and how did you | earn about it?
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MR BROMN The first tinme | heard
anything about the accident was right after we |eft
Fells Point. The captain -- | -- the captain pulled

me aside and said we have a problem Frank' s boat

flipped over and that's the first time | heard
anything about it. | heard no radio transm ssions.
Although, I'm sure that's where he heard the

information from

| didn't hear anything -- the radio.
WAsn't paying attention.

MR TURRELL: Ckay. | have no other
guestions right now Commander.

LI EUTENANT COVMANDER HAMMON: A coupl e.

MR TURRELL: Conmander, go ahead.

LI EUTENANT COMVANDER HAMVON: Coul d he
identify -- this is Lieutenant Conmander Hanmmon
(phonetic sp.), Coast Quard Second of Baltinore.

Wo was the captain that you were
assigned to?

MR. BROM: Captain JimN chols (phonetic
sp.).

LI EUTENANT COMVANDER HAMVON: From the
time that you secured your vessel at Fells Point and

the tinme the weather noved through, can you kind of
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11

expl ain that?

MR BROM: As far as the weather out --
well, we were tied up at Fells Point and | -- |
assunmed that we were shielded from the elenents
sonmewhat by the structure around. It was necessarily
t hat bad. There was mnor lightning in the area.
Was pretty torrential rain at the tine and like I
said, as far as wind was concerned, we were out of
the way. If any wind was comng in, it wasn't
affecting us because we were tied up in Fells Point
and there's -- there's, of course, buildings in the
way. So, | really couldn't describe the w nd. I
just didn't know.

LI EUTENANT COWANDER HAMMON: But, you
were already in sonme weather at the tine you secured
your operation?

MR BROM: Ri ght .. It's -- as a matter
of fact, | just finished nmaking an announcenent to

t he passengers that we do tenporarily suspend service

as a result of lightning and it's -- it's funny. As
soon as | got done saying that, it started raining
and there were rolls -- rolls of thunder and sone

lightning and we decided at the dock to tie up and

stay there until we -- we deened it safe to | eave.
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LI EUTENANT COVWANDER HAMVON: And how
long did you have to stay until you deened it safe?

MR BROM: Approximately ten m nutes.

LI EUTENANT COVVANDER HAMMVON: That's all
| have.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Just to clarify, Jason.
Wen you decided to suspend service, you were
already at the pier?

VMR BROM\: W had just landed at the
pier and there were some thunder and lightning in the
area and we decided while we're at the pier, not to
| eave.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. And you say
you've been working wth Seaport Taxi about two
years?

MR BROM: About -- alnost two years.

MR, ROTH ROFFY: Do you have any prior
maritime experience?

MR BROMN: No, sir.

MR ROTH ROFFY: And what is your age?

MR BROAN: |'m 19.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. Yes, |'m sorry.
Do you have any questions?

MR NARI ZZANO Yes. Ed Nari zzano,
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D rector of Seaport Taxi.

Jason, in the two years of service you've
been there, two questions. First one is are they
conti nuous?

BROMWN:  No, sir.
NARI ZZANO  You | eft for how | ong?
BROWN:  Approxi mately five nonths.

NARI ZZANO  And you cane back?

2 % 3 3 %

BROMN: Yes, sir.

2

NARI ZZANO Did you ever attend one
our orientations in the --

MR. BROMN: Yes, sir, | did.

MR NARI ZZANO And did we not go over
our procedures and -- with handouts and took the test

-- evaluation test?

MR BROM: | can't necessarily renmenber
witten handouts, but I do renenber extended
orientations on t he wat er with physi cal

denonstrati ons where every mate got a chance to do --
MR, NARI ZZANC Dd you ever go to the
full day -- the full day program (inaudible)?
MR BROM\ Il went to the initial
orientation (inaudible).

MR NARI ZZANO. Ckay. And we -- we also
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had a man overboard and fire drill?

MR BROM: Correct. In which we did
receive witten handouts in those -- in those drills
with instructions on-board. W -- all the mates in

those orientations and those drills did get the
chance to conplete the operations and were guided
al ong.

MR NARI ZZANO So, you did get sone --
you did get formal training?

MR BROM: In -- in that training, yes,
sir, conpletely formal.

MR NARI ZZANO Did you -- did you work -
- did you work with the mate trainers -- one of the
two mate trainers we had?

MR BROM: Yes, sir.

MR NARI ZZANO Did they go over, you
know, what you're suppose to do, critiquing and maybe
even goi ng over checklists of what -- what --

MR BROM: Yes, sir, they did. Wen the
mate trainers canme on-board, they had a checklist of
what the duties were. W wusually go for about a
round trip. The nmate trainer would take notes on ny
performance and upon their exit to go to another

vessel to critique another mate, they'd show ne what
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| did or did not do, suggest the way | should be
doing it and they'd get back to ne at a later tinme to
check ny performance and see. It was very thorough.

MR NARI ZZANO How often did that
happen?

MR. BROM: This happened at |east -- the
mate trainers were on-board the boat at |east once a
day and | had at least six sessions with the mate
trainer throughout the sumrer. This was in a period
of one nonth. So, it was conpletely thorough.

MR NARI ZZANO.  Thank you

MR BROMN:  You're wel cone.

MR ROTH ROFFY: Ckay. | guess that's
about it, Jason. Thank you very nuch.

MR. BROMN: Thank you.

MR ROTH ROFFY: I appreciate you
spending tinme with us. It's about 1642 and that w ||l
concl ude our interview of M. Jason Brown.

(Whereupon, at 4:42 p.m the interview as

concl uded.)
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